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This  photograph  was  taken  in  August,  1896,  b\  |ohn 
P.  Reynolds,  of  Bristol,  R.  I. 

The  Joseph  Reynolds  whose  grave  is  marked  by  the 
tombstone  with  the  Reynolds'  arms,  was  the  fifth  son  of 
Nathaniel  Reynolds,  who  removed  from  Boston  to  Bris- 
tol. Nathaniel's  father  was  Robert  Reynolds,  who,  with 
John  Reynolds,  his  brother,  was  at  Watertown  in  1634, 
and  at  Welhersfield  in  1635. 

The  arms  may  thus  he  described:  Three  foxes  statant 
in  pale  proper,  crest,  on  an  Esquire's  helmet,  a  fox  statant 
proper. 

The  lines  under  the  feet  of  the  foxes  on  the  shield  arc 
not  correct.  They  have  evidently  been  added  by  the 
stone  carver,  who  thought  that  the  animals  should  stand 
on  something. 

The  manteling  or  lambrequins  should  grow  from  be- 
tween the  helmet  and  wreath;  this  portion  has  been 
crowded  down  by  the  small  space  at  his  command.  The 
arms  have  evidently  been  copied  from  a  painted  wooden 
shield,  such  as  many  of  the  pilgrims  of  good  family 
brought  with  them  from  England. 


AN    ACCOUNT 


Reynolds  Ancestors  of  Stephen  Reynolds, 

PHYSICIAN,   OF   MINAVILLE,   MONTGOMERY   COUNTY,    N.  V. 

Rokn  1765.  Died  1S33. 

Compiled  January  1,   1898,  by 
MARCUS   T.   REYNOLDS,  ov  Ai.iiany,  N.  Y., 

HIS  UREAT  GRANDSON. 


Prior  to  July,  1807,  the  only  information  concerning 
the  ancestry  of  the  above  Stephen  Reynolds,  consisted 
of  a  letter  written  August  3',  1847,  by  Rachel  Reynokls, 
his  sister,  residing  at  Fine  Plains,  Dutchess  county,  X.  \ '., 
at  the  request  of  her  great  nephew,  my  father,  Dexter 
Reynolds,  of  Albany,  X.  Y.,  several  copies  of  which  were 
made  by  her  and  distributed  to  various  members  of  the 
family;  second,  the  Reynolds'  family  Bible,  dating  from 
1810  and  containing  the  records  of  the  descendants  of 
Stephen,  Sr.,  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Isaac  Smith 
Carpenter  of  Amenia  City  (now  Smithfield),  Dutchess 
comity,  X.  Y.  (a  great  grandchild  of  Stephen,  Sr., 
through  his  son  Israel);  and  third,  a  Reynolds'  family 
Bible  belonging  to  Stephen,  Jr.,  and  containing  the 
record  of  his  family,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  wife 
of  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Hopkins,  of  Toledo,  Ohio  (who  was 
Julia  Gibson,  a  granddaughter  of  Stephen,  Jr.) 

On  June  25,  1  S<;/,  I  visited  the  grave-yard  opposite 
the  church  at  Amenia  City,  and  found  there,  to  the  left 


on  entering",  a  row  of  brown  slate  headstones  marking 
the  Reynolds'  graves.  The  first  bore  the  inscription,  "  In 
Memory  <if  fames  Reynolds,  Esq.  Died  Feb.  14,  1707, 
aged  93."  (In  those  days,  "  Esq."  was  the  title  of  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.)  The  second,  "  In  Memory  of  Mr. 
James  Reynolds,  who  died  }unc  2,  1773,  act.  73."  The 
third,  "Justus,  son  of  William  and  Rhoda  Reynolds,  died 

—    10,  1793,  aged ."    (In  had    preservation.) 

The  fourth,  "  In  Memory  o\  Mr.  William  Reynolds,  who 
died  Nov.  24,  1813,  aged  62." 

Stephen  Reynolds,  Sr.,  and  his  family  were  buried  on 
the  other  side  of  the  cemetery. 

Rachel  Reynolds'  letter  begins:  "  My  father's  ancestors 
came  from  England  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anna.  My 
father's  grandfather  was  James  Reynolds,  Esq.  Resided 
in  Westchester;  came  on  a  visit  to  the  Amenia,  our 
former  place  of  residence,  and  died  1707,  aged  93.  I 
have  heard  my  mother  say  he  was  large  and  made  a  fine 
appearance;  is  all  I  remember  of  him.  Mis  sons  were 
lTaneis  and  Gideon,  My  father  was  the  son  of  Kraneis, 
who  died  when  my  father  was  a  child;  that  he  but  sel- 
dom spoke  of  him.  1  think  he  died  before  he  was  fort)' 
years  old.  My  father's  mother  was  Ruth  Purdy;  1  think 
of  Scotch  descent.  His  grandmother  lived  in  time  of 
persecution  and  had  seen  blood  run  in  the  streets." 

I  visited  Mrs.  Carpenter,  who  lived  near  Amenia  City. 
She  also  had  a  copy  of  Rachel  Reynolds'  letter,  which 
contained  the  additional  information  that  [anus  Rey- 
nolds was  originally  from    llorseneck. 

Horseneck  was  the  old  name  for  Greenwich,  Conn.,  or 
that  part  of  the  settlement  of  1672,  west  of  the  Mvanos 
river.  The  other  part  of  Greenwich  is  now  called  Sound 
Reach. 

Accordingly,  July  11,  1897,  1  visited  Greenwich  and 
spent  several  days  studying  the  town  records  winch 
are  very  complete.  These  records  are  filled  with  the 
doings  of  the  Reynolds'  family,  which  appears  therefrom 
to    have  been    in  those  early  days    the   most  important 


family  in  the  place.  I  will  cite  one  example.  Thus  at 
the   election    December   24,    1739 : 

Capt.   James    Reynolds   was  appointed    Moderator. 

James  Reynolds,  Jr.,  was  appointed  Constable. 

Daniel   Reynolds,  Jr.,  was  appointed  Surveyor. 

Reuben    Reynolds   was  appointed    Fence   Viewer. 

David    Reynolds  was  appointed    Round    Master. 

Capt.  James  Reynolds  was  appointed  Collector  of 
Taxes. 

Joseph  Reynolds  was  appointed  School  Commissioner. 

James  Reynolds,  |r.,  was  appointed  To  Collect  Town 
Rate. 

James,  Jr.,  and  Nathaniel  Reynolds  were  appointed 
Commissioners  of  Highways. 

1  found  frequent  mention  of  a  James  Reynolds,  who 
was  a  Captain  of  the  Train  I 'and  and  for  many  years  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Fairfield  county,  Conn.  The 
record  showed  that  he  had  sons,  James,  Jr.,  Nathaniel, 
Gideon,  Justus  and  Jeremiah.  James,  Jr.,  was  born  fuly 
6,  1700,  and  among  his  children  was  a  William,  born 
January  15,  1751.  The  identity  of  the  persons  buried 
next  to  James  at  Amenia  City,  at  once  became  evident, 
as  will  be  seen  by  subtracting  their  ages  from  the  dales 
of  death.  Four  generations  were  evidently  buried  side 
by  side. 

No  Francis  appears  in  the  Greenwich  records  as  a  son 
of  James,  although  the  records  mention  all  the  other 
sons  repeatedly.  From  these  records  and  the  wills  filed 
at  Stamford  (about  five  miles  from  Greenwich),  I  ob- 
tained the  names  of  all  the  children  of  all  of  lames'  sons, 
excepting  Jeremiah.  Letters  of  administration  on  the 
estate  of  Nathaniel,  named  his  widow  Ruth  ami  children 
Nathaniel,  Francis,  Solomon,  Stephen,  Ruth,  Hannah 
and  Anna. 

Rachel  Reynolds  had  named  all  these,  except  Francis 
and  Ruth,  as  children  of  Francis  and  Ruth  and  had  ob- 
viously confounded  the  two  generations.  The  two  fol- 
lowing records  showed  conclusively  that  she  was  in  error. 


1  found  in  the  records  of  the  Congregational  church,  the 
oldest  church  organization  in  Horseneck.now  Greenwich, 
the  marriage  record  of  Nathaniel  Reynolds  and  Ruth 
Purely.  In  the  hook  of  iW-vi\>,  February  2,  1762,  is  a  deol 
in  which  Stephen  Reynolds  of  Woodbury,  Litchfield 
county,  Conn,  (the  first  Stephen),  formerly  of  Greenwich, 
resigns  his  share  of  his  deceased  father  Nathaniel  Rey- 
nolds' estate  and  such  share  as  would  conic  to  him  from 
his  grandfather,  James  Reynolds,  of  Dutchess  county, 
to  his  brother-in-law,  Jonathan  Rske,  the  husband  of  his 
sister  Hannah.  (Rachel  Reynolds  states  that  Hannah, 
Stephen's  sister,  married  Jonathan   Fiske.) 

It  need  not  seem  strange  that  Rachel  Reynolds  did  not 
know  her  grandfather's  name,  for  she  says,  "  he  died  (in 
1748)  when  her  father  (horn  December  31,  1740)  was  a 
child. 

On  November  26,  1897,  I  visited  White  [Mains,  the 
county  seat  of  Westchester  county,  X.  Y.,  and  examined 
the  records  there.  Then  I  revisited  Greenwich  and  also 
went  to  Stamford  and  ["airfield,  Conn.,  and  passed  a  week 
in  examining  all  the  records  there  of  town,  count)  and 
church,  for  deeds,  wills  and  other  data,  relating  to  |ames 
Reynolds,  his  ancestors  and  descendants.  The  following 
is  an  abstract  of  the  information  there  obtained,  to- 
gether with  an  account  of  John  Reynolds,  the  first  of  our 
name  and  branch  to  emigrate  to  this  country. 


Robert  and  John  Reynolds,  brothers,  came  from  Eng- 
land to  Watertowu,  Mass.,  in  or  before  1634.  Robert 
removed  to  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  in  1635  and  then  to 
Boston.  His  son  John  remained  at  Wethersfield  and 
his  son  Nathaniel  removed  to  Bristol,  R.  1.,  in  which 
places  their  descendants  continue. 

(1.)  John  Reynolds,  Watertowu,  Mass.,  [634;  Freeman, 
May  6,  1635,  removed  to  Wethersfield,  Conn.;  March, 
1(335-6;  to  Stamford,  1641.  lie  is  said  to  have  returned 
to  Wethersfield.     Mr.    |.   P.    Reynolds,  of   Bristol.   R.    I.. 


. 
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states  in  a  letter  to  me  of  October,  1891,  "a  few  years 
ago  there  was  an  old  stone  in  the  old  eemetcn  (at 
Wethersfield)  in  memory  of  |olm  Reynolds,  who  died 
about  1060;  within  a  few  years  that  stone  has  disap- 
peared."  Sarah,  his  wife,  came  from  Ipswich,  lui^Lnnl, 
to  Watertown,  by  ship;  Elizabeth,  April,  1634,  aged  20, 
and  died  at  Stamford,  August  31,  1657.  The\  had 
Elizabeth8,  Jonathan",  John"  and  possibly  others  among 
whom  is  probably   David8. 

(2.)  John  Reynolds,  horn  probably  at  Wethersfield 
about  1 638,  was  at  Stamford,  1 641, Greenwich  about  1656; 
Freeman,  of  Greenwich,  October  24,  [669.  Appointed 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Fairfield  county,  1689,  and  King's 
Commissioner,  1 690-1 697;  died  at  Greenwich,  December, 
1701.  lie  was  the  largest  landholder  of  the  place.  Will 
recorded  at  Fairfield,  Conn.  The  FirsJ  deed  on  record  at 
Greenwich,   is    to   this  John    Reynolds.      Mis   wile     was 

Judah [Judith]  (the   daughter   of  Jndaii 

[Judith],  whose  first  husband  I  have  not  ascertained; 
her  second  husband  was  Jeffrey  Ferris  of  Greenwich  j'lii.s 
third  wife]  and  her  third  husband  was  |ohn  liowers  of 
Greenwich).  They  had  John8,  James3,  Jonathan5,  |oshua:1. 
David8,  .Mary3,  wife  of  Samuel  Betts,  Elizabeth". 

(3.)  James  Reynolds,  born  at  Greenwich,  1674;  select- 
man, December  31,  1705;  Lieutenant  Train  Band,  Green- 
wich, 1719;  Deputy  for  Greenwich  to  General  Assembly, 
I7-°-1735;  Captain  of  the  Train  Band,  1735;  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  Fairfield  county,  1735-1741;  removed  to 
Peekskill,  Westchester  county,  X.  Y.,  about  1750;  died 
while  on  a  visit  to,  and  buried  at  Ainenia  City,  Dutchess 
county,  X.  Y.,  February  14,  [767.  lie  had  Sarah',  lames'. 
born  July  6,  1700;  Xathamel',  Mary4,  these  four  are  re 
corded  in  the  Common  Place  Book  at  Greenwich,  1705; 
their  mother's  name  does  not  appear.  1  lc  had  also  ( iideou4 
(whose  great  grandson,  Benjamin,  I  saw  [1897]  living  on 
the  old  Reynolds'  farm  at  Clapboardtree  Ridge,  Green- 
wich); also    lustus'  and    [eremiah4.      Information   of  the 
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last  three  was  derived  from  deeds  of  gift  by  lames  to 
them  and  he  may  have  had  others.  As  appears  from  a 
i\vvi\  in  1731,  James'  had  a  wife,  Sarah  Holmes,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Holmes  (horn  January  14,  1664),  who 
married.  November  16,  1686,  Mary  Hobby,  a  daughter 
of  John  Hobby,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Horse- 
neck.  This  Stephen  Holmes'  father  was  John  Holmes, 
who  married  kaehael  Waterbury  at  Stamford,  December 
3.  1659. 

(4.)  Nathaniel  Reynolds,  born  at  Greenwich,  Febru- 
ary 20,  1702-3;  died  at  Greenwich,  1748.  Letters  of  ad- 
ministration on  his  estate  recorded  at  Stamford.  He 
married  Ruth  l'nrdy  (whose  grandparents  were  from 
Rye),  January  1,  1728-*),  who  survived  him  and  married 
as  her  second  husband,  fonathan  Kiske,  of  Greenwich. 
They  had  Nathaniel1,  Iraneis'.  S  >lomon6,  Stephen. 
Ruth",  A,W,  Hannah'.  2035366 

(5.)  Stephen  Reynolds,  son  of  Nathaniel',  born  at 
Greenwich,  December,  31.  1740  (o.  s.).  Removed  prior 
to  1 762  to  Woodbury,  Conn.,  and  prior  to  1703  to 
Anienia  City,  married  kaehael  Denton  at  Ainenia  City, 
February  1,  1763.  He  died  August  17,  1815  and.  was 
buried  at  Anienia  City.  Will  recorded  at  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  V.  She  was  born  April  12,  1742  (o.  s.),  and  died 
November  10,  1815,  at  Albany,  on  the  way  to  visit  her 
son  Stephen"  at  Minaville.  and  was  buried  at  Albany  in 
one  of  the  church  burying  grounds,  and  in  18-56  her  re- 
mains were  transferred  to  the  Reynolds'  plot  in  the 
Albany  Rural  Cemetery.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Benja- 
min Denton  of  Anienia  City,  who  married  at  Karmington, 
Conn.,  December  1,  1724,  kaehael  Wheeler,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.  He  died  in  1780  and  was  a  descendant  of  Rev. 
Richard  Denton,  who  came  from  England  and  was  with 
John  Reynolds  at  Wethersfiekl  and  Stamford,  Conn. 
They  had: 

Stephen",  wdio  married   Lvdia    liartlett. 
Rachel"  died  unmarried. 
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Chloe"  died  unmarried. 

Israel",  born  October  31,  177-'.  studied  medicine  with 
his  brother  Stephen"  and  lived  and  died  at  Pine  Wains, 
March  28,  1824.  He  married  June-  1,  [798,  Deborah 
Dorr  of  Lyme.  Conn.  His  only  child  to  leave  descend- 
ants was  Eliza  Reynolds7,  born  March  22,  1805,  at  Pine 
Plains,  who  married  Hiram  Willson,  February  18.  i<v'->4. 
and  died  at  Pine  Plains,  October  2,  1802.  Among  her 
children  is  Sarah  Rebecca",  wife  of  Judge  Isaac  Smith 
Carpenter,  who  now  owns  the  farm  of  Stephen  Reynolds 
at  Amenia  City. 

Phoebe  Reynolds",  daughter  of  Stephen',  born  May 
[2,  1778,  died  March  [8,  1841,  married  Abram  Pugsley 
of  Dutchess  county.  Her  daughter,  Eliza7,  married 
Roswell  Craves  of  Brooklyn,  who  has  descendants. 
Her  daughter  Jane7,  married  a  Ridgeway  of  Ithaca,  and 
has  descendants. 

Elizabeth",  daughter  of  Stephen',  born  September  14, 
1782;  died  April  10,  [844;  buried  at  Pine  Plain,;  died  un- 
married. 

Rachel  A.",  born  October  14,  1785;  died  March  24, 
1861;  unmarried;  buried  at    Pine   Plains. 

Semantha",  born  May  27,  178X,  died  September  27, 
1822;  unmarried;  buried  at  Amenia  City. 

(6.)     Stephen    Reynolds,    son    of    Stephen5,    born    at 
Amenia  City,  September   1,   1765  (o,  s.),  July  31,    1765 
(n.  s.);  studied  medicine  with  James   Potter,   Xew    I1  air- 
field, Conn.,    1784;  removed  to   Minaville,   Montgomery 
county,   N.  Y.,   1785;   married   there   October   29,    1787, 
Lydia  Bartlett,  born  at  Lebanon,  Conn..  Augusl  27,  1770; 
died  at  Amsterdam,  X.  Y.,  August  27,  1843.     Her  parents 
were  Nathaniel  Bartlett,  born  at  Goshen,  Conn.,  Xovem 
ber  2^,  1727;  removed  to  town  of  Florida,  X.  Y.,  1785;  re- 
moved  to   Charlton,   Saratoga   county,   ami    died    there, 
and  Alary  Otis,  born  July  3,   1734  at  Colchester,  Conn., 
married,    December    14,    1752.      Stephen    practiced   medi- 
cine at  Minaville,  town  of  Honda,  until  May,  1832.  when 
he  removed  to  Sehenectadv,  X.  Y.     He  was  a  celebrated 
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Latin  scholar  and  something  of  a  poet.  Me  died  at  Am- 
sterdam, X.  Y.,  July  7,  1833,  and  is  buried  there.  Ife 
left  three  children: 

(7.)  Marcus  Tullius  Reynolds,  born  at  Minaville.  De- 
cember 29,  1788;  graduated  at  Union  College,  1808;  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  1811;  practiced  at  Amsterdam  until  lie 
removed  to  Albany,  May,  1828.  lie  died  at  Albany,  July 
11,  1864,  leaving  four  children: 

By  Cynthia  Merrick,  whom  he  married  at  Amenia  City: 
(8.)     Lvdia    Louisa    Reynolds,    born    at    Amsterdam, 
September  11,  1817,  wife  of  Dr.  Thomas  linn  of  Albany, 
died    lannarv  26,   1876,  and  left  issue. 

By  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Ann  Dexter,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Dexter  of  Albany,  whom  he  married  Ma\  6, 
1823,  he  had: 

(8.)     Mary    Dexter,  born   at    Amsterdam,   August    14, 
1824;  married  Dr.  Frederic  C.  Adams  of  Catskill.  \.  Y.,       y 
and  died  at  Albany,  January  29,  i&j^Tand  left  issue.  / 

(8.)  Dexter  Reynolds,  born  December  22,  1828,  at 
Albany;  graduated  at  Union,  1848;  admitted  to  the  bar 
[851.  April  19,  1865  he  married  Catharine  Malev  Cuyler 
of  Cuylerville,  X.  Y.,  who  died  October  23.  1875.  by 
whom  he  has: 

(9.)  Cuyler  Reynolds,  born  at  Albany,  August  14, 
1866. 

(9.)     Marcus  T.   Reynolds,  born   August   20,    1869. 
(8).     Laura,  born  November  22,  1830,  at  Albam,  mar- 
ried Bayard  Van  Rensselaer  of  Albany,  and  has  issue. 

Stephen"  had  also  Betsy7,  born  December*),  1790;  died 
at  Amsterdam,  February  8,  1858;  married,  April  24,  181  1, 
Dr.  Samuel  Voorhees  of  Amsterdam,  graduate  of  Union 
College,  181  1,  and  left  issue. 

Marcia  Phoebe7,  born  April  7,  1794;  died  at  Aurora, 
111.,  September  11,  1856;  married,  August  i,  1825,  Alex- 
ander Cruikshank  Gibson,  and  left  issue. 


